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Raintek Universal Water Diverter Kickout Roof and Wall
Intersection Flashing System
PVC building products have numerous energy and environmental benefits. Since the late
1980s, more than 20 life-cycle evaluations have been completed on PVC building products,
many of them comparing those products to similar products made of other materials. PVC
products were found to perform favorably in terms of energy efficiency, thermal-insulating
value, low contribution to greenhouse gases and product durability, which means using
fewer resources.

UV Resistant PVC
Raintek Kickouts are UV resistant. The PVC compounds used to make them do not contain
the plasticizers or other chemicals that can migrate to the surface. The material will gradually
harden as temperatures fall, but our kickouts are formulated to withstand freeze/thaw cycles.
PVC products are sometimes weaker than the materials they are attached to. The products
will move with the wall, and the materials they are embedded in, so they cannot express their
coefficient of expansion or contraction.

Energy Efficiency and Reduced Greenhouse Gas Emissions
PVC saves energy and reduces CO2 emissions. PVC takes less energy to produce than many
competing products, and 20 percent less than other plastics. PVC also saves fossil fuels. Its
principal raw material (nearly 60 percent) is chlorine derived from common salt. PVC
building products are highly energy-efficient. For example:




ENERGY STAR roofing membranes made of PVC reflect solar energy
ENERGY STAR vinyl window frames conserve energy
PVC pipe requires less energy to pump water

Durability
PVC building products are highly durable, which conserves resources. They will not rot or
corrode like many other materials and do not need cleaning with harsh chemicals or frequent
painting.
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Recycling
PVC is inherently recyclable. More than 1 billion pounds are recycled annually (mostly postindustrial), according to a recent study. Many carpet manufacturers using PVC backing have
highly successful recycling programs, including C&A Floorcoverings (which has recycled
over 100 million pounds of vinyl backed carpet).

Water Savings
In the United States, 2.3 trillion gallons of treated water are lost every year because of leaks
from aging, corroded metal pipes. Because PVC pipes do not corrode and have among the
lowest pipe breaks, they save precious water resources.

Life Cycle Analysis
PVC’s impacts on the environment are comparable to or lower than most alternatives. A
2004 study of environmental life-cycle analyses (LCAs) of PVC and competing building
materials by the European Commission (EC) found that PVC offers environmental benefits
equal to or better than those of other materials in many applications. The USGBC PVC Task
Group reached similar conclusions in its draft report issued December 2004.

